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HANDICAPPED SCHOOL PROGRAMS
(CFDA No. 84.027)

o The number of handicapped children served under this program continued
to rise in FY 1983. A large part of this Increase was due to the
growing numbers of students identified as learning disabled (II.C).

o A five-year longitudinal evaluation of the State grant program was
completed. The study tracked the implementation of P.L. 94-142 in 22
school districts in nine States. It found progress in implementing
major requirements of the law, although some problems have persisted
(II.C).

I.     PROGRAM  PROFILE

Legislation: Education of the Handicapped Act, Part B; 20 U.S.C. Section
1401, 1411 et. seq. (1976 and Supp. V). P.L. 91-230 as amended (expires
September 30, 1986).

Funding Since 1979;

Fiscal   Year                              Authorization                        Appropriation

1979..................              I/                               $    804,000,000

1980..................             T/                                        874,500,000

1981..................             T/                                        874,500,000

1982..................        9697850,000 2/                        931,008,000

1 983..................$1,017,900,000 |/                  $1,017,900,000

Purpose: The purpose of the Education of the Handicapped Act, Part B,
(EHA-B), 1s to assist States in assuring that all handicapped children have
available to them a free appropriate public education. Under the EHA-B,
grants are awarded to States to help pay for part of the cost Incurred by
State and local educational agencies in providing special education and
related services to handicapped children, aged 3 to 21,3/ These grants
assist States in complying with the EHA-B's requirement that all eligible
handicapped children receive the special education and related services
needed to provide them with a free appropriate public education. These
services must be provided 1n the least restrictive environment and 1n
accordance with an Individualized Education Program which sets out the
child's unique educational needs. The Act also establishes safeguards so
beneficiaries can challenge the manner in which school districts provide a
free appropriate public education.

Beneficiary Eligibility: Mentally retarded, hard of hearing, deaf, speech
Impaired, visually handicapped, seriously emotionally disturbed, ortho-
pedlcally Impaired, other health impaired, children having specific learn-
ing dlsabil ities, deaf-blind children, or multihandicapped children who
require special education and related services are eligible.f support services provided by
